
In partnership with

Program

The Key to Global Success

Executive Education

06.05.2025  |  6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  |  Online

Sustainability &
International Relations

Executive Education

Program



International Geneva is a unique ecosystem in the world, not only for its size, but above all 
for the diversity of its international players. As the world’s principal center of governance and 
the operational heart of the multilateral system, it is here that many of the rules that affect the 

environment, migration, human rights or, of course, international trade, to name but a few. Home 

hundreds of multinationals, it is the heart of economic multilateralism and trade negotiations.

The aim of this course is to give you an overview of International Geneva, its diversity, its 
importance for the world and for its host country, Switzerland, and the efforts being made by 
the Swiss authorities to further develop and strengthen this ecosystem.

Yannick Yvan Roulin was born in 1976 in the canton of Fribourg. After graduating in 1999 with a degree in international 
relations (specializing in international economics) from the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies 
(IHEID) in Geneva, and brief professional experiences in the private sector and NGOs, in Switzerland and abroad, he began 
post-graduate studies in public international law, again at IHEID, where he obtained a DEA in 2002.

for Refugees (now the State Secretariat for Migration - SEM), where he was responsible for asylum decisions for applicants 
from North Africa and the Middle East.

and then to the Swiss Embassy in Ottawa, Canada, as diplomatic attaché, he then joined what was then the FDFA/FDEA 

Counsellor and Head of Economic, Commercial and Financial Affairs. In 2013, he returned to the Political Affairs Directorate 

He held this position until the end of July 2018, when he was assigned as Special Advisor to the DNU until the end of 
November 2018.

On December 1, 2018, after being appointed to this position by the Swiss Federal Council, he took up the post of Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the UN and other international organizations in Geneva and Head of the Host 
State Division, at the Swiss Mission, with the title of Ambassador. He remained in this position until June 2023, when he 
took over the management of the International Geneva Welcome Centre (CAGI), still with the title of Ambassador.

Yannick
Roulin
Ambassador and Director of the 
International Geneva Welcome 
Centre (CAGI)

26.09.2024
06:00 pm – 07:15 pm

The International Geneva 
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Jean-Jacques
de Dardel
Former Swiss Ambassador and 
Member of the IID Council

The Deconstruction of 
International Relations
Sustainability seemed to be the new topic we all had to turn our attention to, since the 
impactful Club of Rome report “The limits to Growth” (1972), to the Paris Climate 
Accords (2016) and the subsequent COPs (26 to 29). Legislations changed, as did 
consumer attitudes.
But in today’s world, shaken since early 2022 by unexpected wars, looming crises and 
possible new wars, as well as a momentous shift in the US position and standing since 
early 2025, international relations must urgently be approached in novel ways.
The established order is being considerably transformed: Bigger powers seem free to 
act as bullies, multilateralism is questioned, as is free-trade and good-neighborliness. 
All seems unpredictable. Meanwhile, AI and cyber threats mount.
Yet climate change and sustainability remain as unavoidable and essential as they came 
to be in the last decades. If ever, they are an ever more pressing issue, as war zones and 
a scramble for energy sources and rare earths further disturb the environment. 
Given the changes in government priorities due to mounting security concerns, howe-
ver, the drive towards sustainability will weigh more and more on the private sector.

Dr. Jean-Jacques de Dardel, Ph.D., MEconSc. is a former Swiss diplomat, Founder and Head of the 
Centre for International security Policy of the Swiss DFA, Director General for Europe and Central Asia, 
Ambassador to Belgium, NATO, France and China, among other postings. President and member of 
various boards and advisory boards, he lectures at the University of Zurich and at the International 
Institute for Diplomacy, Geneva, and has authored more than a dozen books on foreign policy, history 
and the arts.
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The course will cover the following topics:

• The human footprint on the planet and the use of resources 

• The planetary boundaries that humanity should not exceed to ensure a safe space for 
human life and world affairs

• The climate change boundary and the key facts to consider

• The solutions to implement the required change of direction

The trajectories of the world’s evolution and the planet’s evolution are now intertwined.

The course will highlight the fundamental challenges facing mankind in ensuring its survival in 
the living environment we currently enjoy. This exceptional situation, which is conducive to hu-
man life, is fragile. Without fully realising it, we are damaging this balance both collectively and 
individually. The course will also offer practical solutions to remedy this development, which is 
not inevitable. The fate of humanity, both in the short term and for future generations, is much 
more in our hands than we realise.

Will we be able to rise to this unprecedented challenge ?

Jean-Pierre Reymond is the Executive Director of 2050Today, the Geneva Climate Action Forum. He is a Swiss career 
diplomat with 30 years of experience around the globe. In recent years, he has focused on innovative forms of fostering 
climate action and has been entrusted with developing a climate action initiative for international Geneva. He coordinated 
the initial phase of 2050Today and later became its director. As Ambassador for International Humanitarian Law (IHL), 
he previously chaired the Intergovernmental Process to strengthen respect for IHL in partnership with the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. He has held various diplomatic positions in Europe, Latin America and the Middle East. He 
holds a master’s degree in Arabic, Egyptology and Sanskrit.

Jean-Pierre 
Reymond
Executive Director of 2050Today

26.09.2024
07:30 pm – 08:45 pm

Planetary Boundaries and 
Sustainable Development Goals
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Salvatore
Cantale
Professor of Finance, IMD

Regulation, Competition, 
and Global Cooperation
Can sustainability, beyond its environmental impact, become a force for strengthening 
international relations? Or will it deepen divisions between nations? To answer these 
questions, and following the geopolitical insights from Ambassador de Dardel, we now 
shift our focus to the intersection of sustainability, international competitiveness, and 
global diplomacy.
This discussion examines how sustainability-driven regulations, from the EU’s CSRD 
and CBAM, to the SEC’s ESG disclosure frameworks in the US, to China’s state-driven 
sustainability agenda, shape corporate decision-making and international relations. 
Finally, we explore whether sustainability can serve as a common ground for coopera-
tion or become yet another arena for geopolitical tension, given the differing economic 
realities and priorities of nations.

Salvatore Cantale is Professor of Finance. His academic and consulting work is divided into two 
different but complementary streams. First, he works at the intersection between strategy, business 
models, and financial results. He also sheds light on the relationship between ESG and finance, with 
the aim of increasing the understanding of how ESG policies impact both sustainability outcomes and 
financial results, and of helping companies navigate ESG ambitions and regulatory requirements. 
Before joining IMD in 2011, he was a faculty director for the Master’s in finance at the AB Freeman 
School of Business at Tulane University in the US, where he won numerous teaching awards. 
Previously, he worked as an analyst with a large investment bank in London, and as a research fellow 
at New York University.
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After a brief historical overview, the course will cover the following topics :

• The basic legal principles and objectives of international trade agreements, both multilateral 
(World Trade Organisation) and bilateral (free trade agreements)

• The differences in negotiating approaches (bilateral versus multilateral)

• The impact of the international trading system on production processes and the pace of 
globalisation

• The stakes and prospects of the main trade negotiations currently underway

The course will address the current trade tensions which are posing unprecedented challenges 
to the global rules-based trading system. The lack of common vision and coherent leadership 

-
gence of industrial policies and the quest for strategic autonomy in the name of national security 
are fraught with risks. Will these developments lead to the redeployment of global production 
processes ?

Didier Chambovey was born in 1961 in Sion, Switzerland, where he studied high school. He holds a PhD degree in economics 

Affairs (now SECO) and took part in the Uruguay Round negotiations conducted under the ægis of the GATT. From 1990 

appointed Head of section at the WTO Division. From 1998 to 2006, Didier Chambovey served as Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the World Trade Organization (WTO) for Switzerland and, from 2006 to 2011, he was Deputy Secretary-
General of EFTA. In September 2011, he was appointed as Delegate for Trade Agreements of the Swiss Federal Government 
and chief negotiator at the WTO and for free trade agreements. From 2016 to August 2023, he was Head of the Swiss Mission 
to the WTO and EFTA (UNCTAD, UNECE, ITC) in Geneva. He retired from the Swiss Confederation in September 2023 and 
became an independent expert in international trade.

Didier Chambovey also served on WTO dispute settlement panels and chaired, among others, the WTO General Council and 
the OECD Trade Committee. As a teaching assistant or lecturer, he taught at the universities of Lausanne and Neuchâtel. He 
is the author of articles and papers on international trade and demography. In his spare time, he plays classical guitar and 
enjoys reading books on economics and history. Didier Chambovey speaks French (mother tongue), English and German.

Didier 
Chambovey
Ph. D. in Economics, Expert in 
international trade, Former Swiss 
Ambassador to the WTO

3.10.2024
06:00 pm – 08:45 pm

10.10.2024
06:00 pm – 08:45 pm

trade agreements
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Michael
Wilde
Chairman of BADOLLET and 
Founder of ISHANGO

Case Study: Evolution from 
a Top High-End Brand to a 
Mass-Volume New 
Lifestyle Brand
The revised law, enacted on January 1, 2017, concerning brand protection and prove-
nance indications, finds its origins in material traceability. It is essential to understand 
these principles as they guide our daily actions and processes. The ESG standards for 
the watch industry are deeply rooted in this legislation. While larger companies have 
successfully integrated these new standards, smaller ones are still in the process of 
adapting. At this critical moment of implementation, expert guidance is crucial.
Compliance with ESG standards is more than just a label, it creates tangible opportuni-
ties. A growing number of consumers today place great importance on these certifica-
tions; without them, they often turn away from products. ESG compliance not only bene-
fits the planet but also enhances brand perception and consumer trust, a true win-win 
scenario built on shared values. When communicated effectively, it has the power to 
unite people around a common purpose.
ISHANGO & BADOLLET represent two distinct yet equally prestigious watchmaking 
brands. ISHANGO, a product of today's industrial and trend-driven market, contrasts 
sharply with BADOLLET, a brand with nearly four centuries of history and expertise,"Ex-
cellence since 1635", dedicated to state-of-the-art watchmaking and collector’s items. 

Michael Wilde is a newly appointed Brand ambassador. Chairman of BADOLLET and Founder of 
ISHANGO with a financial and commercial education background, IFGP, CFC. Former Private Banker 
for private individuals worldwide, businesses.
Director of a wealth consulting firm and watch brand consultant responsible for development, project 
management and new businesses.
Boards member including guidance and strategic development, communication and marketing, 
product creations and development, finance and operating management.
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The revised law, enacted on January 1, 2017, concerning brand protection and prove-
nance indications, finds its origins in material traceability. It is essential to understand 
these principles as they guide our daily actions and processes. The ESG standards for 
the watch industry are deeply rooted in this legislation. While larger companies have 
successfully integrated these new standards, smaller ones are still in the process of 
adapting. At this critical moment of implementation, expert guidance is crucial.
Compliance with ESG standards is more than just a label, it creates tangible opportuni-
ties. A growing number of consumers today place great importance on these certifica-
tions; without them, they often turn away from products. ESG compliance not only bene-
fits the planet but also enhances brand perception and consumer trust, a true win-win 
scenario built on shared values. When communicated effectively, it has the power to 
unite people around a common purpose.
ISHANGO & BADOLLET represent two distinct yet equally prestigious watchmaking 
brands. ISHANGO, a product of today's industrial and trend-driven market, contrasts 
sharply with BADOLLET, a brand with nearly four centuries of history and expertise,"Ex-
cellence since 1635", dedicated to state-of-the-art watchmaking and collector’s items. 



Public speaking, addressing interlocutors, and engaging with the media are challenges that 
politicians, diplomats, and leaders face in their daily lives. 

A good command of rhetoric and effective public communication enhance personal and 
professional performance and open new avenues in negotiations.

These skills are acquired through theoretical knowledge and practice.

Romaine Jean is a Media and Communications Consultant who advises private enterprises and politicians on the 
development of their public and media communication strategies. Additionally, she provides training to networks of experts 

Previously, she held roles as a journalist, presenter of RTS’s “19:30”, founder and host of the program “Infrarouge”, and 
editor-in-chief of RTS magazines. She also serves as a member of the Judiciary Council of the Canton of Valais.

will share during this training.

Romaine
Jean
Media and Communications 
Consultant

17.10.2024
06:00 pm – 07:15 pm

an asset in negotiation

I ID – Master ing Trade Diplomacy :  The Key to Global  Success – 4

Hongyu
Overlack
ESG Program Manager

Sustainable Leadership: 
Balancing Tradeoffs and 
Driving Action
As the world faces mounting environmental and social challenges, the role of leadership 
in driving sustainability has never been more crucial. Business leaders, policymakers, 
and global institutions are confronted with complex tradeoffs: How can we align econo-
mic growth with environmental responsibility? How do we align short term profits with 
long term vision? What is leader’s role of playing to foster collaboration between 
governments, businesses, and civil society to create real impact? Building on the 
previous chapters, we now turn to leadership - where the true challenges and opportuni-
ties of steering a sustainable future ultimately lie.

Mrs Hongyu Overlack is the Founder and CEO of Beijing Sinoglade International Consulting, Co-foun-
der of L&C Consulting GMBH (Switzerland), which are multifunctional platforms dedicated to bridging 
business and cultural exchange between China and Switzerland. A global entrepreneur of over ten 
years of experience in international business management with a passion for connecting cultures and 
businesses between the East and the West. She is an honorary award recipient of 'Outstanding Contri-
bution to Sino-Swiss Relations' from the Swiss Embassy in China. She holds an MBA from IMD, a 
master’s degree of International Relations and Simultaneous Interpretation from Dalian University of 
Foreign Languages in China. She is also an IMD and IECC certified Executive Coach on Leadership.
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We would like to thank our 
sponsors for their valuable 

contribution in making this course 
possible
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